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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 15th. September 2026 at 7pm at village hall 

Present: Cllrs Karen Gilbert (Chair), Cheryl Crane, Grahame Deere, Nick Lightbown, Karen Winter,  
SCC Cllr Philip Faircloth-Mutton, BDC Cllr Lee Parker and Kevin B. Money (Parish Clerk).  
There were also 9 members of the public present. 
 

076/2026 Apologies for Absence were received from Cllr Jill Thomas and Cllr Nigel Monk 
 

077/2026 Declaration of Interest 
To declare any Disclosable Pecuniary, Pecuniary or Non-Pecuniary interest relating to items on the agenda 
Cllr K. Gilbert declared a non-pecuniary interest in footpath cutting or maintenance issues, and a pecuniary 
interest in any discussion about Anglian Water Services Limited activities as her employer. 
 

078/2026 Minutes - To confirm and sign the minutes of the LCPC meeting held on 21st. July 2026 
All Agreed 
 

079/2026 Suffolk County Councillors report - Cllr Philip Faircloth-Mutton 
Local Government Reorganisation for Suffolk Withdrawn  
HM Government, following the legal challenge from the Suffolk County Council Reform UK Administration, 
has withdrawn proposals to reorganise council structures in the county of Suffolk.  
This means Suffolk will continue to be organised on the existing structure. Elections will now take place 
concurrently for Babergh District Council and Little Cornard Parish Council on 6 May 2027.  
I welcome this decision, which will halt the costly disaggregation of high value care services for residents 
across Suffolk and enable the County Council to move forward with long term planning of public services.  
Little Cornard benefits as Suffolk creates 648 new school and SEND places  
More than 600 new school and SEND places will be available for children and young people this academic 
year as Suffolk County Council continues to invest in education provision across the county.  
The new capacity includes 405 mainstream school places and 243 additional SEND places.  
As a local member, I am pleased to have secured 8 additional places at Hillside Special School for Little 
Cornard children.  
The programme supports the council’s newly published strategic priorities, which includes a commitment to 
give children and young people the best possible start in life by ensuring they can access the right support 
at the right time and in the most appropriate educational setting. It also reflects the council’s ambition to 
strengthen local education provision and ensure that children and young people with additional needs can 
receive support closer to home wherever possible.  
Sudbury’s Fire Station Commended. I wish to extend my thanks to our local firefighters for their bravery 
played in the recent Dunwich Heath fire in the north of the county.  
Highways Follow Up  
Following the Parish Council’s request, my local highways engineer (Melanie Hall) visited Little Cornard and 
met with Cllrs Gilbert and Winter to discuss speeding and bollards matters within the village. Melanie Hall 
has responded directly to the Parish Council in follow-up.  
Summer Village BBQ  
I thoroughly enjoyed attending the village BBQ earlier in the summer and appreciated the time to meet 
residents, who attended the most recent Parish Annual General Meeting and others who I hadn’t met 
previously. Please let me know about future events taking place and I will do my best to attend. 
 

080/2026 BDC Councillors report – Cllr Lee Parker 

• Local Government Reform has been withdrawn – BDC Elections in May 2027 together with Town 
and Parish elections. 

• NPPF and Joint Local plan update. Outcome on call for sites will be closed by end 
September/October ’26. This determines which sites have been allocated with a consultation to follow. 
Timeline is prone to alteration. Local Plan framework is more robust. Until the new development is known 
then no information is available affecting Little Cornard. Mostly building does not happen outside the 
boundary development.  

• Assington received a CIL award for play equipment 

• Grants are now available, up to £9000, to install heat pumps but closing end September ’26. It is not 
means tested.  
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081/2026 Public participation session - Total of 15 minutes is allowed 
A resident spoke about the lack of co-ordination between SCC and ECC highways department into having 
road works and diversion not affecting local residents. A highways road closure licence should be adhered 
too. National Grid has apologised for the inconvenience due to shorter working days. National Grid are 
over-whelmed due to the number of road closure.  
Hedges need to be reinstated by National Grid and according to their website it is very clear process. SCC 
have trimmed some hedges in the village but still requires further works to improve the Spout Lane junction 
to make it more safe. 
 

SCC Cllr Philip Faircloth-Mutton and BDC Cllr Lee Parker left the meeting 
 

082/2026 Highways / PROW 
1) Highways Speed limit in the lanes – Cllr K. Winter to update 

An extended thanks to Melanie for all the help on highway issues.  
The second set of speed data for Blackhouse Lane has been collated. All data sets have been submitted to 
the team that prepares the factual report. The first draft of the report will be shared with the parish council in 
a month or so. This allows us to comment before the report is submitted, completing the next stage in the 
process 
The SID has been vandalised again. Cllr K. Gilbert will look into having this damage rectified. 
 

2) Kissing Gates for Shalford Meadow – Cllr K. Gilbert. As discussed in item 079/2026. 
 

Highways Issues 
1. Bollards – SCC have proposed a soft Verge sign to alert drivers to the hazard of the banks and 

ditches hidden by vegetation. 
2. Hedge on Spout Lane junction. An update from Cllr K. Gilbert was given, as result of a safety report 

on the SCC website SCC highways inspected and identified a safety concern and are working with 
Enforcement / properties to resolve it. 

3. Anglian Water signage and Road Closures Cllr Gilbert Updated PC have liaised with CEO of AW to 
request better signage to inform drivers and reduce unofficial diversions on road closures, and 
ultimately promote the prospect of mains replacement. 

 

083/2026 National Grid – The working group, has been set up, to secure funding for projects in the 
village in liaison with the village hall – Next meeting to be arranged 
National Grid has agreed to provide printed materials to communicate the project to the village for display in 
village hall and on village events. 
 

084/2026 Community Maintenance 
1) Footpath, Grass and Hedge cutting plan for consideration – update Cllr K. Gilbert 

Footpath cutting on going and hedge cutting planned for October 
2) Daffodils order for 2026-2027 – Order TBC 
3) Bus Shelter – update Cllr C. Crane 

Cllr C. Crane circulated the 3 quotes received. Councillors discussed which quote was preferrable.  
Cllr K. Gilbert proposed Quote 1 & 2 a total price of £1050.00p. Cllr C. Crane seconded. All Agreed 
 

085/2026 Village Hall – update Cllr N. Monk No update given 
 

086/2026 Planning – including any Current Planning Applications requiring a response 
1. Response to National Grid planning application. LCPC has responded to this application 

 

087/2026 Clerk’s report - Clerk to produce an updated ongoing projects list 
The Clerk circulated the ongoing projects / action list 
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088/2026 Finance 

a) To receive the Bank Reconciliations as at 31st. August 2026 
Councillors noted the Bank Reconciliations as at 31st. August 2026  

b) To receive the comparison of Actual against Budget for 2026/2027 
Councillors noted the comparison of Actual against Budget for 2026/2027 

c) To approve the payment of Accounts for August and September 2026 and to agree a transfer of 
funds to meet the Parish Council financial arrangements All Agreed 
 

089/2026 Budget 2027/2028 – Councillors to put forward any items to be included in the 2027/2028 
budget.  
 

090/2026 Councillors to discuss any further training for 2026-2027 
 

091/2026 Items for Next Agenda  
 

092/2026 Next scheduled meeting is on Tuesday 17th. November 2026 at 7pm in the village hall 
 

093/2026 Councillors to note meeting dates for 2027: 19.01: 16.03: 18.05: 20.07: 21.09: 16.11.27 
 

094/2026 Exclusion of the press and public 
Councillors to Resolve that by virtue of the provisions of Section 1 (2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to 
Meetings) Act 1960, the public be excluded during discussion of the following business on the grounds that 
publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be 
transacted 
Cllr K. Gilbert proposed to Exclude of the press and public. Cllr K. Winter seconded. All Agreed 

a) Councillors discussed staffing matters 
b) Councillors discussed legal matters  

 

095/2026 Closure of the Meeting 
To close the Meeting having considered and determined all items of business 

The Chair then closed the meeting at 8.40pm and thanked everyone for attending 
 
 
Signed                                                                                                                           17th. November 2026 
 K. Gilbert - Chair 
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