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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 19th. May 2026 at 7.20pm at village hall 

 

Present: Cllrs Karen Gilbert (Chair), Cheryl Crane, Graham Deere, Nick Lightbown, Nigel Monk,  
Jill Thomas, Karen Winter, SCC Cllr Philip Faircloth-Mutton, BDC Cllr Lee Parker and  
Kevin B. Money (Parish Clerk). There were also 4 members of the public present. 
 

038/2026 Election of Chair for the 2026/2027 year 
Cllr N. Monk proposed Cllr K. Gilbert to act as Chair for 2026-2027. Cllr J. Thomas seconded. All Agreed 
Cllr K. Gilbert then signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office form 
 

039/2026 Apologies for Absence were received from 
 

040/2026 Election of Vice-Chair for the 2026/2027 year 
Cllr K. Gilbert proposed Cllr K. Winter to act as vice-chair for 2026-2027 year. Cllr G. Deere seconded.  
All Agreed 
 

041/2026 Election of Employment committee – All Councillors 
All Councillors are elected onto the employment committee 
 

042/2026 To re-adopt all Council policies – sent prior to meeting 
2026-27 Council policies and procedures can be found at  

https://littlecornard-pc.gov.uk/policies-procedures/ 
IT Policy: General Data Protection Policy: Privacy Policy: Media and Communications Policy: Freedom of 
Information Policy: Dignity at Work: Discipline: Grievance: Performance Management: Whistleblowing 
Performance Improvement: Equal Opportunities Policy: Good Councillors Guide England 
Code of Conduct: Standing Orders: Co-Option Policy: Complaints Procedure 
High Consequence Infectious Disease Policy: Financial Regulations: Internet Banking Policy: Statement of 
Internal Control Policy: Reserves Policy: Risk Assessment Financial Legal: Public Land Building Assets 
Grant Application Form: Planning Committee Terms of Reference: Policy on hedge trimming and tree 

works. Asset Register 

Cllr K. Gilbert proposed to re-adopt all the Councils policies above. Cllr K. Winter seconded. All Agreed 
 

043/2026 Declaration of Interest 
Receive declarations of interests and request for dispensation from Councillors. None declared 
 

044/2026 Minutes - To confirm and sign the minutes of LCPC meeting held on 17th. March 2026  
All Agreed 
 

045/2026 Public participation session - Total of 5 minutes is allowed 
No questions were asked 
 

046/2026 Highways / PROW 
1) Highways Speed limit in the lanes – Cllr K. Winter to update 

The data collection for Spout Lane and Blackhouse Lane has been booked for 8th-17th July. The cost £785 
+vat - total £942. Great Cornard Parish Council has agreed a £640 contribution to cover; £265 contribution 
towards the data collection on Blackhouse Lane and £375 towards the report (£750). 
 

2) New Permissive Path near to Kedington Hill – update from Cllr K. Gilbert 
This path is now ready to go with signage being erected. Agreement to be supplied by agents for the trust 
 

3) Footpath 17 - Footbridge replacement requested of SCC for consideration – update Cllr K. 
Gilbert. Updated by SCC is having the footbridge replacement add to the list. LCPC is awaiting a response 
from SCC to confirm this. 
 

4) Kissing Gates for Shalford Meadow – Cllr K. Gilbert 
Cllrs Monk and Gilbert met SCC on site and subsequent email asks the landowner to install the Gates – 
this was not discussed and not in line with previous install where SCC completed the whole task, Cllr 
Gilbert has queried this and awaits a response. To be raised with SCC Cllr PFM. 
 

5) Pot holes in the village 
A pot hole in Little Cornard (reported under 59819 on 5th may works ordered for 8 week SLA) is getting 
larger on Upper Road. The works have been reported some time ago. (Originally reported feb 2026 43623) 
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047/2026 Community Maintenance 

1) Footpath, Grass and Hedge cutting – update Cllr K. Gilbert 
Footpath cutting is being undertaken on a monthly basis. The John Doe Hedge cutting programme has 
been agreed for 2026. This will be confirmed in July meeting and a date to complete a cut agreed with John 
does for verges in summer, consider hedge cut plan in July meeting for a date as early a possible to include 
section of B1508 that is narrow by chapel lane / stocks 
 

048/2026 Planning – including any Current Planning Applications requiring a response 
No planning applications have been submitted 
 

049/2026 Planning decision/s made by BDC affecting Little Cornard 
No planning decisions have been made 
 

050/2026 Clerk’s report - Clerk to produce an updated ongoing projects list 
1) Councillors to accept new IT policy to comply with Assertion 10 Audit 

Cllr K. Gilbert proposed to adopt the new IT policy. Cllr K. Winter seconded. All Agreed 
 

051/2026 Annual Return 2025-2026 
1) To Receive the Internal Auditors report for 2025/2026 

Councillors noted the Internal Auditors report for 2025/2026  
2) To Receive and, if agreed, sign Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement of AGAR 2025/2026 

Councillors received Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement of AGAR 2025/2026 All Agreed 
The Chair and Clerk then signed Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement of AGAR 2025/2026 

3) To Receive and, if agreed, sign Section 2 - Accounting Statement of AGAR 2025/2026 
Councillors received Section 2 - Accounting Statement of AGAR 2025/2026 All Agreed 
The Chair and RFO signed Section 2 - Accounting Statement of AGAR 2025/2026 
 

052/2026 Finance 
a) To receive the Bank Reconciliations as at 30th. April 2026 

Councillors noted the Bank Reconciliations as at 30th. April 2026 
b) To receive the comparison of Actual against Budget for 2026/2027 

Councillors noted the comparison of Actual against Budget for 2026/2027  
c) To approve the payment of Accounts for April and May 2026 and to agree a transfer of funds to 

meet the Parish Council financial arrangements All Agreed 
d) To appoint Victoria Sheenan as Internal Auditor for 2026-2027 year 

Cllr K. Gilbert proposed appointing Victoria Sheenan as the internal auditor for 2026-2027. Cllr C. Crane 
seconded. All Agreed 
 

053/2026 Councillors to discuss any further training for 2026-2027 
All Councillors have received the training sessions from SALC 
 

054/2026 Items for Next Agenda 
Bus shelter in Spout Lane:  
 

055/2026 Next scheduled meeting is on Tuesday 21st. July 2026 at 7pm in the village hall 
 

056/2026 Councillors to note meeting dates for 2026: 15.09: 17.11.26  
 

057/2026 Closure of the Meeting 
To close the Meeting having considered and determined all items of business 

 
The Chair then closed the meeting at 8.30pm and thanked everyone for attending 
 

Signed                                                 KGilbert                                                                 21st. July 2026 

 K. Gilbert - Chair 
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