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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 17th. March 2026 at 7pm at village hall 

 

Present: Cllrs Karen Gilbert (Chair), Cheryl Crane, Graham Deere, Nigel Monk, Jill Thomas,  
SCC Cllr James Finch, BDC Cllr Lee Parker and Kevin B. Money (Parish Clerk).  
There were also 4 members of the public present. 
 

019/2026 Apologies for Absence were received from Cllr K. Winter 
a) Councillors noted the resignation of Clive Johnson 

 

020/2026 Co-option 
Councillors are requested to receive written application for the office of Parish Councillor and  
co-opt a candidate to fill the vacancy for Little Cornard Parish Council 
The Candidate having completed a short application form and confirmed their eligibility for the position of 
Councillor within the statutory rules (Local Government Act 1972 section 79). 
Cllr K. Gilbert proposed co-opting John Lightbown onto the Parish Council. Cllr C. Crane seconded.  
All Agreed. John Lightbown then signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office, E-consent form and was 
given the Register of Interest form to be completed and returned to the Clerk within 28 days. 
Cllr John Lightbown then took his seat as a Parish Councillor 
 

021/2026 Declaration of Interest 
Receive declarations of interests and request for dispensation from Councillors  
Cllr K. Gilbert declared an interest in all Grass/Footpath discussions. 
 

022/2026 Minutes - To confirm and sign the minutes of LCPC meeting held on 20th. January 2026 
All Agreed 
 

023/2026 Public participation session - Total of 5 minutes is allowed 
Question raised: Can the Council tell us when the accessibility improvements to footpath 8 across the 
shaford meadow will include the Henny bridge stile being replaced with a kissing gate? The proliferation of 
elderly but fit residents in the locality that wish to use this route to our local hostelry need it replacing for 
safety reasons, its rickety at best. A kissing gate enables the residents to access walking routes around our 
stunning countryside. Cllr Gilbert out lined she and Cllr Monk are meeting the PROW team on site in April 
to inspect the Stiles around Shalford meadow, with a view to them being replaced with kissing gates, the 
aim being to get the meadow crossing accessible to walkers. There are 2 other stiles amongst footpaths 7, 
8 and 9. FP7 and 8 can be made accessible but the railway crossing of 9 may not be modified (network 
rail). PROW indicate funds are available. We will also raise the surface at FP1 (caustens to upper road) 
which is increasingly muddy and submerged in areas. Reports of Horses using the path are correct but the 
use of foot paths by horses can be at the permission of the landowner. Some horse owners have had 
permission to ride some paths. There are so many stables and riders locally its hard to say who it may be 
and if they have permission, as the permission is between the landowner and the rider. And he is not able 
to police the footpaths. Cllr Gilbert outlined that though the highway code mentions horses not being 
allowed on footpaths it refers to foot paths on the highway not on farmland. 
 
Spout Lane Hedge is a continuing problem raised by a member of the public. They were encouraged to 
raise it via highways reporting tool again. Reminded of the hedge cutting restrictions that may apply (bird 
season). 
Spout Lane has water in the lane again. The drain appears to be blocked. To be reported on the highways 
reporting tool. 
 It was suggested the PC arrange a defibrillator training session for local residents in little Cornard. Cllr Lee 
Parker (a trustee of Sudbury defibrillators) replied he will inform the village / Parish Council when the next 
training session will take place at Kingfisher, these are free, walk in and held quarterly. 
 
A thank you from the Parish Council to all who participated in the local litter picking. 
Also, a thank you for “the Daff Daffers” who planted the Daffs in Chapel lane. 
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024/2026 County Councillors report - Total of 5 minutes is allowed 

SCC Cllr J. Finch report can be found at https://littlecornard-pc.gov.uk/agenda/ 
Continuing on regarding the hedge in Spout Lane SCC would like to get the landowner to cut the hedge 
back James to support the issue with highways. 
Local elections will take place on 7th. May 2026. Cllr James Finch will be stepping down at this May 
elections. Cllr K. Gilbert, on behalf of the Parish Council, thanked James for all his hard work and 
contribution over the number of years. 
SCC proposal to Government on the devolution. SCC proposed to have 1 unitary. More funding can be 
released to help adult and social care budget.  

• One Suffolk plan revealed saving Suffolk £39.4 million a year with more local services 
with Local Government Re-organisation 

• New SEND school and centre of excellence to be built in Bury St Edmunds. Beyond Label 
explores themes of visibility, independent living, discrimination, and making change happen. 
Understand how national campaigns, and social and political changes have impacted lives in Suffolk. As 
well as discovering the histories of organisations, schools, and charities that work with and support local 
disabled people 

• Suffolk County Council’s chief executive, Nicola Beach to step down 

• New Suffolk Exhibition Shines a Light on Disability 

• Public's chance to try the ADASTRA trial driverless shuttle 

• Virtual Fostering and Adoption Sessions for the Stour Valley 
 

025/2026 District Councillors report - Total of 5 minutes is allowed 
County Council elections on 7th. May ’26 and the new Councillor will be in post for just 2 years. In 2027 the 
Unitaries will be elected with a handover in 2028. BDC will then cease to exist. 

• Budget confirmed the budget of 2.99% increase. A better settlement from the Government so could 
keep the increase down. 

• Of the £1 taken in tax just 9p goes to BDC. 

• New bins should be delivered next month for a start in June ‘26 

• Call for sites publication in ’24 with an additional call for sites in ’26. Over 600 sites have been 
published. 2 are in Little Cornard : “Alpaca” field that floods opps Blackhouse lane on the Bures 
road, and the field abutting the mere / country park currently farmed by the Edgelys and owned by 
the Cardy family. 

• The majority of sites in the district submitted will be rejected. It may take tow years for any to make it 
through to the revised Joint Local Plan. 

 

026/2026 Highways / PROW 
1) Highways letter - Speed limit in the lanes to James Finch – Cllr K. Winter to update 

Cllrs Winter and Gilbert Going to see Gt. Cornard PC to discuss funding for this project. 
2) Permissive Path near to Kedington Hill – update from Cllr K. Gilbert 

Lazell Trust has allowed us to arrange clearing path and back of hedge, this has been done by a kind 
villager. We await the agreement and signage to open the path. 

3) Footpath 17 - Footbridge replacement requested of BDC for consideration – update Cllr K. Gilbert 
Cllr K. Gilbert is having meeting with PROW officer and Cllr N. Monk and has a list. 

4) Kissing Gates for Shalford Meadow – Cllr K. Gilbert as above. 
Cllr K. Gilbert is having meeting with PROW officer and Cllr N. Monk. 

5) Flooding issues in the village 
Localised flooding happens in Wyatts Lane outside “Wyatts”the village with it rains heavily. The drains are 
not kept clear but require sucking out the debris to stop the it blocking down the drains. The culvert is 
blocked. Cllr Gilbert has raised with no progress with SCC, but has assisted herself to get the Drains silt 
free, improving the arrangement. 

6) Pot holes in the village: 
Upper Road has been marked up with stronger paint: Chapel Lane has been marked up: Wyatts Lane pot 
holes have been repaired. Rest  are planned in (upper road and Chapel lane) 
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027/2026 Community Maintenance 
1) Footpath, Grass and Hedge cutting – update Cllr K. Gilbert 

Footpath 1 – A Councillor has had a complaint about horse riding along the footpath. Horses are allowed to 
ride along the footpath with the landowner’s permission. Some permission has been given but others are 
just riding across the field. Gates and obstructions are not allowed to stop horses unless they prtect 
livestock  
Grass and footpath cutting will start soon (April for first cut). 
 

Cllr J. Finch left the meeting 
 

028/2026 Village Hall – Cllr N. Monk 
a) Update on the repairs to Village Hall 

The village hall restorations have been completed to a high standard. Building Control have inspected the 
village hall today (17.03.26). Band practising again: Pop up kitchen: Quiz night 11.04.26: 04.07.26 Summer 
Party 4th july, More events planned later in the year. 
 

029/2026 Planning – including any Current Planning Applications requiring a response 
No planning application have been received affecting Little Cornard 
 

030/2026 Planning decision/s made by BDC affecting Little Cornard 
DC/25/05334 - Bartons, Spout Lane, Little Cornard, Sudbury Suffolk CO10 0NX 
Householder Application - Replace and slightly widen the existing link between the house and the garage / 
utility. PLANNING PERMISSION HAS BEEN GRANTED 
 

031/2026 Clerk’s report - Clerk to produce an updated ongoing projects list 
The ongoing projects list was updated 

1) Resilience in the case of the Clerks absence. This will ensure a plan is in lace to enable essential 
duties are possible should the clerk have unplanned absence (bank access etc). 

 

032/2026 Finance 
a) To receive the Bank Reconciliations as at 28th. February 2026 

Councillors noted the Bank Reconciliations as at 28th. February 2026 
b) To receive the comparison of Actual against Budget for 2025/2026 

Councillors noted the comparison of Actual against Budget for 2025/2026 
c) To approve the payment of Accounts for February and March 2026 and to agree a transfer of funds 

to meet the Parish Council financial arrangements All Agreed 
 

033/2026 Councillors to discuss any further training for 2026-2027 
 

034/2026 Items for Next Agenda 
 

035/2026 Next scheduled meeting is on Tuesday 19th. May 2026 at 6.30pm which is the Annual 

Parish meeting followed immediately by LCPC AGM in the village hall 
 

036/2026 Councillors to note meeting dates for 2026: 21.07: 15.09: 17.11.26 
 

037/2026 Closure of the Meeting 
To close the Meeting having considered and determined all items of business 

 
The Chair then closed the meeting at 8.30pm and thanked everyone for attending 
 

Signed                                               KGilbert                                                                      19th. May 2026 

 K. Gilbert - Chair 

mailto:clerk@littlecornard-pc.gov.uk
https://e-voice.org.uk/littlecornardpc/

