A Report for Little Cornard Council Meeting on 15 July 2025
From James Finch — County Councillor for the Stour Valley
Tel: 01206 262993 (change) Mobile 07545 423796 Email: james.finch@suffolk.gov.uk

» £8m funding for Bus Service improvements
The funding from the Department of Transport’s Local Authority Bus Grant can be used to create new
bus services or enhance existing routes. Following on from previous grants from the Department for
Transport to improve bus services, totalling £3.7m of revenue funding between 2023 and 2025, the
new grant which has been allocated for 2025/26 comprises of:

e £2,805,076 revenue for delivering new or enhanced services.

e £5,229,805 capital for new and improved bus stops, bus stations, bus priority measures or vehicle
upgrades.

This money will enable Suffolk County Council to invest up to £5 million in capital projects to increase
bus priority on congested streets, make improvements to bus stops and gain a better understanding of
the journeys people are taking, paving the way for more innovative fare offers in the future. The
council also plans to upgrade the current Real Time Passenger Information system, giving live updates
on when buses will arrive at stops across the county.

The remaining £2.8 million will be spent supporting the existing services on the county’s bus network
and working with bus companies to finalise a number of route improvements and new services, set to
launch later this year.

The previous funding has created and enhanced more than 15 routes across the county, through the
council’s Bus Service Improvement Programme (BSIP). These included the first Sunday and evening
service between Sudbury and Bury St Edmunds for more than 20 years and direct links from Haverhill
and Mildenhall to the West Suffolk Hospital.

» Council cites numerous concerns as it formally objects to north Suffolk solar farm plans

The 250-megawatt solar farm and battery energy storage system will be spread out over 1,500 acres at
multiple sites in the parishes of Occold, Eye, Brome and Oakley, Stuston, Thrandeston, Mellis, Burgate,
Thornham Parva, Gislingham and Yaxley.

The report outlines many concerns, including:

e Numerous parcels of Grade 2 agricultural land to be lost

e Significant impacts on multiple communities, sensitive habitats and landscapes, eg Mellis Common
e Numerous sites of high archaeological sensitivity

e Cable corridors causing irreversible damage

“Frankly, there are serious questions about whether [this scheme] should ever have seen the light of day.”
Furthermore, the county council strongly recommends that EcoPower publishes an interim design report
by the end of June 2025. This would provide refined plans in light of further assessment work to be
conducted, and the responses to this non-statutory consultation. This would go some way to providing
reassurance and clarity regarding the proposals to the local community. It will also allow all concerned
to review more details, in timely fashion, ahead of the statutory consultation expected later this year.

> 200 new specialist SEND places for Suffolk costing £18.6 million

The creation of 200 new specialist places across the county for children and young people with special
educational needs and disabilities (SEND) is set to be considered by Suffolk County Council’s cabinet.
An extra 100 places could open this year for this year’s autumn term, and another 100 new places by
September 2026, with further plans being drawn up. These places will be spread across Suffolk and
tailored to meet need and demand with the objective of keeping pupils within the county and closer to
home. The plan presented to cabinet on 1st April outlines how £18.6million could best be spent to
support the growing population of SEND children and young people who need specialist education. Over
the last five years, Suffolk pupils accessing special schools and units attached to mainstream schools has
increased by over 40%.

The proposal includes



e f3million to be spent on small groups and units in mainstream schools from September 2025 and
e f12million to be spent on developing satellite units linked to existing special schools across Suffolk
from September 2026.

e The remaining £3.6million is earmarked for further SEND provision.

In the past five years, 1,025 new specialist SEND places across Suffolk have been agreed

Dementia Marketplace 25" June 2025

Care Development East, in partnership with Suffolk County Council and the Suffolk and North East Essex
Integrated Care Board (SNEE ICB), hosted the third annual Dementia Marketplace—a free, one-day event
offering practical advice, support, and information for anyone affected by dementia.

Held from 10:00am to 3:30pm at Trinity Park Conference & Events Centre, Ipswich.

Dementia is the UK'’s biggest health and social care challenge—and it’s growing. One in three people
born in the UK today will develop dementia in their lifetime. By 2040, 1.4 million people are expected to
be living with the condition. Early diagnosis is key—it unlocks treatment, support, and care that can
make a real difference.

New Strategy Launched to Tackle Violence Against Women and Girls in Suffolk

While Suffolk remains a safe county in which to live, work, and visit, the reality is that Domestic Abuse
and Sexual Violence continue to affect too many people. These crimes are often driven by harmful
attitudes and gender-based stereotypes that disproportionately impact women and girls. However, the
strategy recognises that anyone, regardless of gender identity, can be a victim and that support must be
inclusive and far-reaching.

The new Violence Against Women and Girls (VAWG) Strategy places the experiences of victims and
survivors at its heart. Shaped through extensive engagement with victim-survivors, support services, and
frontline professionals, the strategy sets a clear and ambitious vision:

For everyone in Suffolk to play their part in preventing and identifying Violence Against Women and
Girls, creating the safety we all deserve.

To achieve this vision, the strategy is built around four key ambitions:
e Stop the abuse before it starts

e  Support every survivor

e Hold abusers accountable

e Build a united front

In March 2025, the Suffolk Safer and Stronger Communities Board formally endorsed the strategy, marking
an important milestone in the county's coordinated response to Domestic Abuse and Sexual Violence.

Set Sail on a Journey Through Suffolk’s Maritime Past with Suffolk Archives

Running from 27 June to 27 September at The Hold in Ipswich, the exhibition explores Suffolk’s deep
connections to the sea from smuggling and sea rescues to shipbuilding, coastal communities, and historic
ports. This free exhibition features fascinating contributions from local museums and organisations
including the Felixstowe and Offshore Radio Group, Ipswich School, East Anglian Traditional Arts Centre,
Lowestoft Maritime Museum, and the RNLI Archives. It is supported by Associated British Ports.

To accompany the exhibition, Suffolk Archives has launched a packed programme of talks, walks,
workshops, and family events offering something for curious minds of all ages. Young explorers can dive
into storytelling adventures with The Yarnsmith of Norwich, Grethe Jensen, and Hannah Brailsford, who
will bring to life tales of sea monsters, pirates, treasure and more.

Virtual Fostering and Adoption Sessions for the Stour Valley

Fostering is a flexible role with options for short term care from a weekend a month to longer term
opportunities, all providing life-changing support for local children. If you want to find out more about
what it's like to foster or adopt with us, please call a member of the team on 01473 264800

My Priorities
Education - Supporting Vulnerable People - Jobs and Growth - Localism and the Stour Valley -
Building on Suffolk’s Strength all underpinned by strong financial management and fair council tax.



