LITTLE CORNARD PARISH COUNCIL

Clerk: Kevin B. Money 7 Roach Vale, Colchester, Essex. CO4 3YN
Tel: 07810781509 email: clerk@littlecornard-pc.qov.uk
Website: https://littlecornard-pc.gov.uk/

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on Tuesday 20". May 2025 2025 at 6.30pm at Little
Cornard Village Hall

Present: Clirs Karen Gilbert (Chair), Cheryl Crane, Clive Johnson, Graham Deere, Nigel Monk, Jill Thomas,
Karen Winter, BDC CliIr Lee Parker and Kevin B. Money (Parish Clerk). There were 10 members of the
public present.

1. Apologies for absence None received

2. The 2024-2025 Chairman report - Karen Gilbert
Hello Everyone - thank you for coming to the Annual Parish meeting. We have welcomed Karen Winter and
Graham Deere to the team this year and continue to see a good group of interested residents each meeting
which we very much enjoy.
Clerk
Kevin our clerk has worked hard again this year and we thank him for his help getting our budget into
shape. We now have earmarked reserves set aside for projects for the parish to include protecting our land
assets and saving for others such as a replacement bus stop. We have new email addresses now
compliant with Government requirements and will see a .gov website in the future.
Footpaths
Footpaths contracts have been agreed with the Suffolk County Council contractor to do extra cuts for us
this year a massive improvement on last year’s performance. Responsibility still remains with SCC — but we
have budgeted to enhance this program.
A better liaison between us and the PROW team has resulted in footpath improvement between the bures
road and Henny, with a better surface and kissing gates, making the walk safer especially on the way
back..... Farmer Sames work to improve the meadows natural status and fauna is going to make it a gem
for our village. The footpath works were funded by Babergh DC Grants to improve walking routes in the
village identified by the PROW team on their surveys of our routes last summer.
We welcome and get great feedback from villagers over any issues, we can then work to overcome these.
I'd like to thank Peter from case fields farm especially for his help fixing the steps at lower farm. We value
so much the help we get from our residents to get things done.
Highways.
We continue to work with highways on various issues and the farmers who own the land. We have seen
Chapel lane culvert improved for flooding which took a while to resolve. We are yet to see a return of
bollards in the lane, protecting cars from entering the ditches after the decapitations in summer 24. There
has been action to deal with spout lanes flooding and we await the last bit of the process from highways to
unblock the drains. Thanks to Peter Schwind and his contractor for work to modify the Pond, and Clive for
onsite liaison.
We await the arrival in earnest of National Grids contractors and in doing so we have communicated our
serious concerns for road safety to highways for the speed on the B1508 asking they carefully oversee the
risk assessment of the junctions and the need for speed monitoring, control and enforcement along the
stretch as well as road improvements.
We continue to liaise with SCC to lobby for a change in the speed limit in the lanes. I'd like to thank Karen
Winter especially for her work with James Finch in this area.
Crime and the community
We would like to offer our gratitude to Mark Smith for his work on the local neighbourhood watch
movement. He now shares his enthusiasm with other parishes and the much-improved communications in
our village and beyond have had great results. The improved structure of policing for our rural areas is a
real benefit to us, and we are all as a village thankful for the support Suffolk Polices local team give all our
rural communities.
Village Hall Team
On behalf of the village I'd like to give a very special thanks to the Village Hall Committee and Gerald Bird
who have excelled in bookings to make the village hall more than sustainable and worked so hard with
Gerry to press forward with the refurbishment project. They are being resourceful in funding sources too.
Thank you so much too for the community events put on that do so much to gel the village for a great
cause. This extends to the church too who whose events have really brought people together, long may this
continue. All the events have been so well received.
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Reports
3. James Finch (County Councillor)
For James Finch Annual report please go to https://littlecornard-pc.gov.uk/agenda/

His report contains

o New Independent Chair appointed to drive forward SEND reform. — April 23

o Over 400 Suffolk roads set for upgrade as largest ever surfacing project gets underway — May 2024

o East of England local authorities collaborate to appeal for more Foster Families - June 7000 in care
- 150 new per month

o Suffolk County Council Backs Youth Justice Plan with a focus on keeping families together

o Council’s shock at £600m Sunnica solar farm go-ahead in West Suffolk — August 2024 — post
election

o Suffolk residents will be able to access electric vehicles on a short-term basis, from next summer
September announcement
Solar Together launches in Suffolk — September 2024

o Suffolk County Council set on major investment to further protect Suffolk from flooding as it calls on
Government to ‘step up’ - October 24 — 12 months on from Storm Babet
Council’s budget prioritises vulnerable residents and essential services

¢ To help fund these essential services, the council is proposing a 4.99% rise in Council Tax. This
would consist of a 2.99% increase in general Council Tax and an additional 2% specifically for adult
care services.

4. Lee Parker (District Councillor)
May
o Food waste collections for Babergh and Mid-Suffolk Residents from 2026 announced
e Clir Deborah Saw Elected as the new leader of Babergh District Council
June
¢ An additional 47 new electric chargepoints are now available in Babergh and MS car parks thanks
to a £300K grant.
July
e Babergh to clear the way for listed building energy upgrades in a new approach which is the first of
its kind in the country.
August
¢ Babergh and Mid Suffolk District Councils publish their full response to National Grid’s Norwich to
Tilbury consultation
¢ Residents in Babergh and Mid Suffolk will not only see the introduction of new weekly food waste
collections from 2026, but could also enjoy a ‘recycling revolution’ under new plans
September
e Babergh and Mid Suffolk District Councils support five-point action plan being put to the
Government urging them to save Council homes.
e Extensive repairs required at Sudbury’s Kingfisher Leisure pool have been identified
e Government scraps the proposed Suffolk devolution deal
October
e The first homes developed at Babergh District Council’s former Corks Lane offices in Hadleigh have
gone on the market — with the properties hailed as a significant investment in the town’s future.
November
December
e Babergh District Council’s Cabinet is set to consider a 2.99% increase to the district’s share of
council tax bills - as councillors warn of a £10.9 million budget gap over the next five years due to a
‘broken’ funding system.
e Babergh District Council leader responds to Devolution White Paper
January
e Babergh and Mid Suffolk District Councils say a huge rise in housebuilding requirements set by the
Government has left no option but to review their Joint Local Plan.
February


mailto:clerk@littlecornard-pc.gov.uk
https://littlecornard-pc.gov.uk/
https://littlecornard-pc.gov.uk/agenda/

LITTLE CORNARD PARISH COUNCIL

Clerk: Kevin B. Money 7 Roach Vale, Colchester, Essex. CO4 3YN
Tel: 07810781509 email: clerk@littlecornard-pc.qov.uk
Website: https://littlecornard-pc.gov.uk/

e The swimming pool at Kingfisher Leisure Centre in Sudbury will reopen this weekend after repair
work was completed.

o Government launches a public consultation on proposals to create a Mayoral Combined County
Authority across Norfolk and Suffolk.

e The Leaders of the county’s five district and borough councils respond to the decision by Suffolk
County Council to submit interim proposals for a single unitary authority, as part of the Local
Government Review process, saying there is no compelling case for a mega Council in Suffolk

o Work to make council homes warmer and bring down energy bills for tenants across Babergh and
Mid Suffolk have received a £2.9m boost in government funding, specifically from the Dept for
Energy Security and Net Zero

5. Local Police Officer (Subject to Operational commitments) with Mark Smith Neighbourhood Watch
Mark Smith, in the absence of Police Officers, informed the meeting
The village still has a fantastic relationship with the Police through some great partnership working with
Mark Smith NHW co-ordinator (he makes a decent cup of tea). We are always in constant dialogue with
him around emerging issues within the area of Little Cornard and surrounding villages. This is a village that
has a great community spirit and through vigilance and reporting we have been able to get some great
results which we feel have helped to make the community feel safe.
Through community reporting we have been able to identify drug dealing at key locations such as
Keddington Hill and other tucked away locations.
This enabled us to focus our efforts on these locations and over the last few months there have been
proactive arrests of persons from outside of our locality who have attended to deal drugs as part of
organised crime syndicates.
By reporting to Police suspicious vehicles this enables us to deploy resources to the right areas at the right
time and in many cases, this could be the last piece of our jigsaw.
We continue to look at crime prevention to highlight crime trends occurring so villagers can stay alert and
do our best to disseminate this quicky so villagers are aware.
Through Mark Smith, Little Cornard is one of the best locally at getting key crime messaging out
quickly. Recently we have seen an increase in theft from gardens and outbuildings and sheds in the Bures
and Boxford areas. ltems such as cast-iron pots, batteries and scrap metals being targeted.
| would encourage vigilance and to report any vehicles or persons through the Police reporting methods as
these have occurred during the day and items stolen off persons drive.
Brendan is doing some really good work in the area and has recently been at the Little Cornard coffee
morning and the Flower Festival (compliments to the chef on the homemade burgers!).
Brendan has a packed calendar in the summer months, but if you would like Police to attend an event
please let us know through Mark Smith and we will do our best to facilitate this.
Brendan is getting out in the community both on foot and in marked Police cars. He adapts his patrols in
key areas depending on issues that are affecting the community.
Crime is consistently low within Little Cornard with this being one of the lowest in the locality — which is
really positive news. SGT 1859 Williams

6. Village Hall (Nigel Monk)
Clir N. Monk informed the meeting of the financial status of the village hall.
The village hall had a good year with an increase of £1400. Planning permission was approved. CIL money
being applied for. The village hall bank balance of £15849.33p.

7. Public Forum
e Play area for children — when is it going to be completed? Nothing is being done at this stage as
funding for the village hall will cover access requirements for toilet facilities, and any excess funds can be
set aside for playground equipment
e Passing place Enforcement officer has attended the site. The enforcement officer requires more
evidence and is not giving James Finch the support he needs.
The Chair then closed the meeting at 7.15pm and thanked everyone for attending

Signed RGilbernt 15%. July 2025
K. Gilbert - Chair
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