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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 18th. March 2025 at 7pm at Little Cornard 
Village Hall 
 

Present: Cllrs Karen Gilbert (Chair), Cheryl Crane, Clive Johnson, Graham Deere, Nigel Monk, Jill Thomas, 
BDC Cllr Lee Parker and Kevin B. Money (Parish Clerk). There were 5 members of the public present. 
 

021/2025 Apologies for absence were received from SCC Cllr J. Finch and Cllr K. Winter 
 

022/2025 Declaration of Interest 
Receive declarations of interests and request for dispensation from Councillors  
Cllrs C. Johnson, K. Gilbert, N. Monk declared an interest in anything related to the village hall 
 

023/2025 Minutes - To confirm and sign the minutes of LCPC meeting held on 21st. January 2025  
All Agreed 
 

024/2025 Public participation session - Total of 5 minutes is allowed 
How is the 20mph speed limit coming along. The Chair said that Cllr K. Winter is preparing a letter to SCC 
Cllr J. Finch. However, all measures are being looked at. 
A speed survey has been conducted in the village and results founds that the average speed was within a 
speed limit. It is a 60mph zone but the top speed was over 50mph.  
 

025/2025 County Councillors report - Total of 5 minutes is allowed 
SCC Cllr J. Finch report can be found at https://littlecornard-pc.gov.uk/agenda/ 
 

1. Upper Road Passing area update 

Melanie Hall, my Councillor Highways Support Officer, is coming to visit the site this morning at the top of 
Upper Road.  As she has a large number of sites to visit, she cannot give you a precise time.  She has 
agreed to feedback to me once she has visited so that I can report back to you the recommendations from 
her. 
 

2. Highways letter to James Finch 

Cllr K. Winter to produce a letter from LCPC and send to James Finch 
 

3. Devolution update 

The devolution update and the Local Government review is included in SCC Cllr J. Finch report. 
Cllr C. Crane attended a Teams meeting on devolution. A consultation paper is being sent out for residents 
to respond. A deadline of 13th. April 2025 but individuals are asked to respond to this consultation. 
 

026/2025 District Councillors report - Total of 5 minutes is allowed 
Not a lot to divulge. Devolution is the biggest project at BDC. Local Government re-organisation will be 
running in tandem with the devolution project. 
Devolution Government consultation is open now. The Government will push this through. This devolution 
process will go through quite quickly. Both these processes are consuming BDC and taking a lot of 
resources. SCC favour a single unitary Council. BDC is suggesting a 2 Unitary Councils. Each Unitary 
should be about 500,000 residents in each Unitary.  
 

a) Litter Picking. Cllr K. Gilbert thanked Cllr L. Parker and his colleagues for the litter picking kit and for 
getting for all the litter bags collected 
 

b) Reviewing of Neighbourhood Plan. Not a lot has changed since the Neighbourhood Plan was 
formulated. Little Cornard will probably be least affected from the new NPPF. Keep the Neighbourhood plan 
update to give Little Cornard the most protection from developers. Also, that the outcome of the local plan 
review is best heard before we look at reviewing the Neighbourhood plan (housing obligation numbers). 
 

027/2025 Community Maintenance – update on litter picking and SID information 
1) Litter Pick – update from Cllr K. Gilbert 

Various residents in the village are undertaking a litter pick in the area. Various signs are in ditches and 
Highways to be contacted to collect them. The sign in Wyatts Lane to be reported again to Highways. 
 

2) SID update – update from Cllr K. Gilbert - Ongoing and being moved 
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3) Defibrillator – update from Cllr K. Gilbert – Cllr gilbert is supporting Sudbury defibs, and hope that 
relationship will benefit us in terms of sourcing well priced sundries for our defibs. 

 

028/2025 Highways / PROW 
1) Chapel Lane responses – Reported 15 defects in one morning. 1-10 being potholes to be fixed: 5 

not fitting the criteria: 5 decapitated bollards – to be looked at/ under review 
 

2) Wyatts Lane - This lane is going to be fixed with new tarmac 
 

3) Spout Lane flooding – Already reported 
 

4) ANPR Rotas 
I have asked Jon Shaw – the Highway officer who is leading on this ANPR project - to clarify the 
position.  He has stated that Little Cornard has not been removed from the overall schedule.   The problem 
has is that the number of villages requiring the use of the ANPR has increased significantly.  He only has at 
his disposal 10 cameras but now has 200 + villages requiring his services. He has assured me that your 
village will be on the next schedule 
 

5) Upper Road passing area – as above at item 025/2025 (1) 
 

6) Repair to steps at FP13 (Lower Farm) 
Steps have been damaged. Cllr K. Gilbert proposed the quotation of £250 be accepted. Cllr C. Crane 
seconded. All Agreed 
 

029/2025 National Grid update – Councillors to agree that LCPC collaborate with Bures St. Mary PC 
on road safety on B1508. Nothing much has happened but it is a long-term project 
 

030/2025 Village Hall – Cllr N. Monk 
a) Update on the repairs to Village Hall 

Cllr N. Monk informed the meeting that quotations have been obtained from £50,000 to £72,000. Further 
funding is necessary to complete the works. CIL funding application will be submitted. Quiz night was 
successful. New chairs for the hall have been purchased. Cllr N. Monk also supplied a village hall financial 
report.  
 

b) Play equipment update at Village Hall 
The play equipment of about £19,000 is being deferred until the funding for the village hall is obtained.  
 

031/2025 Planning – including any Current Planning Applications requiring a response 
DC/25/00542 - Village Hall Spout Lane Little Cornard Suffolk CO10 0NX 
Application under Section 19 of The Town and Country Planning Act 1990 for Listed Building Consent 
DC/24/04320 to vary Conditions 2 (Approved Plans and Documents), 3 (Materials) ,4 (Materials to Match 
Existing), 5 (Internal Doors), 6 (Mechanical Ventilation and SVP) and 7 (External Lighting) 
This application has been granted  
 

032/2025 Planning Decision/s made by Babergh District Council affecting Little Cornard 
 

033/2025 Agree any action required on the emails circulated by the Clerk to Councillors since the 
last scheduled meeting of the Council 
 

034/2025 Clerk’s report 
a) Clerk to produce an updated ongoing projects / action list for Councillors  

All highways and footpaths issues have been submitted to SCC Highways. 
 

035/2025 Finance 
a) To receive the Bank Reconciliations as at 28th. February 2025 

Councillors noted the Bank Reconciliations as at 28th. February 2025 
b) To receive the comparison of Actual against Budget for 2024/2025 

Councillors noted the comparison of Actual against Budget for 2024/2025 
c) To approve the payment of Accounts for February & March 2025.To agree a transfer of funds to 

meet the Parish Council financial arrangements All Agreed 
d) Update on Submission form from Unity Trust Bank 

Councillors have registered for being an additional signatory. 
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e) Donation monies to Village Hall and Magazine 

Cllr K. Gilbert proposed £300.00p for the magazine Cllr C. Crane seconded. All Agreed 
Cllr K. Gilbert proposed £500.00p as a donation to the village hall for replacement of chairs. Cllr C. Crane 
seconded. All Agreed 
 

037/2025 Councillors to discuss any further training for 2024/2025 
 

038/2025 Items for Next Agenda 
Reviewing of Neighbourhood Plan for 2025/2026 
 

039/2025 Next scheduled meeting is on Tuesday 20th. May 2025 at 6.30pm APM and LCPC 

AGM/FC meeting 
 

Councillors to note the meeting dates for 2025: 15.07.25: 16.09.25: 18.11.25 
  

040/2025 Closure of the Meeting 
To close the Meeting having considered and determined all items of business 

 
The Chair then closed the meeting at 8.20pm and thanked everyone for attending 
 
 

Signed                                                      KGilbert                                                             20th. May 2025 

 K. Gilbert 
 Chair 
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